
UCA Cade Road Sunday 6th September 2020 
 
Beyond Exile: A service to celebrate a return to public worship 
 
 
Welcome, explanation re Holy Communion and Prayer of Approach 
 
Gracious God, you are our host and guest. 
We gather today, in your house, 
knowing that you are with us. 
As you have welcomed us, 
help us to be a welcoming community. 
Send your Spirit to blow through our worship 
as a breeze blows through the open windows 
of a long-closed house. 
Amen 
 
Tell out my Soul Songs of Praise – with percussion? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006ttc5/clips?page=4 
 
God of creation,  
the heavens declare your glory 
and the earth is your handiwork. 
 
God of salvation,  
you came amongst your people, 
and made yourself vulnerable  
to the risky business of human living. 
 
God of life,  
you move in the church and in the world, 
calling us into a deeper fellowship of love. 
 
Generous God, we praise you. 
 
Confession 
 
Let us confess our sins, 
trusting in God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
Silence is kept. 
 
For those times when we have lost sight of your love, 
despairing for ourselves and the world 
Heal us, God, and grant us a new beginning. 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006ttc5/clips?page=4


 
For those times when we have taken for granted 
the gifts that you have given to us. 
Heal us, God, and grant us a new beginning. 
 
For those times when we have chosen to ignore injustice, 
and neglected those in need. 
Heal us, God, and grant us a new beginning. 
 
Declaration of forgiveness 
God has heard our confession, 
loves us still and offers healing and a new beginning. 
 
Hear then, Christ’s gracious words that our sins are forgiven 
 
Amen. Thanks be to God. 
 
Blessing of the school bags 
 
Reader: Genesis 9:12-17 – God’s rainbow covenant 
New International Version 
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my 
rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 
Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 15 I will 
remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never 
again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow appears in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living 
creatures of every kind on the earth.” 
 
17 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and 
all life on the earth.” 
 
Sermon 
 
https://iona.org.uk/2020/06/27/sunday-worship-with-john-bell/ 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Gracious God, 
You care for all that you have made, 
hear us now as we offer our prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
For all creation, we pray, 
remembering places degraded by human selfishness. 
Forests disappeared, rivers dried up, planes flooded and rising sea levels. 
 

https://iona.org.uk/2020/06/27/sunday-worship-with-john-bell/


God of grace,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all in authority, we pray, 
remembering those who bear the heavy weight of responsibility. 
We think of those whose decisions affect many lives. 
We pray that they may have wisdom, strength and humility. 
 
God of grace, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all your church, we pray, 
remembering the body of Christ throughout the world. 
As we give thanks that we are free to worship here today, 
we remember those who cannot gather, among them those who live with ongoing 
restrictions and those who know the danger of persecution. 
We know that many churches will struggle to continue, following these months of closure 
and we pray for wisdom and discernment as we work out how to be your church in the 
future. 
 
God of grace,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all in need, we pray, 
remembering those who are ill in homes and in hospital. 
We give thanks for the NHS, for all health and social care professionals, cleaners and 
caterers and so many others who help to bring healing and comfort. 
We give thanks for volunteers and all who serve their neighbours, offering care. 
We pray that those who give their time and skill to serve others might be protected and be 
given your peace and strength. 
 
God of grace,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all who grieve, we pray, 
remembering those who have not been able to mourn in the way that they would wish, 
and those who have not been able to say goodbye. 
We hold before you all who have died, 
remembering that each person is made in your image. 
Help us to remember that you are the God of resurrection and in you we find hope and new 
life. 
 
 
God of grace,  
Hear our prayer. 
 
All our prayers, spoken and unspoken, we offer to God, 



in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 
 
The Thanksgiving 
 
All stand.  
 
The presiding minister leads the great prayer of thanksgiving: 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
In the beginning of all that is,  
You, God, in relationship, three in one, 
formed a diverse and complex creation.  
You created us in your image, 
one part of the story of your love for all that you have made. 
 
Through the teachers and prophets of old, 
the story of your love was told, offered, and written. 
Your people have not always understood the story, 
or lived as those who know that they are loved. 
 
You, continued to love us and so, at great cost, 
sent Jesus Christ into the world, 
to teach us again what it means to live in your way. 
 
Through Christ’s life, death and resurrection, 
we can know for ourselves, the story of love, faith and salvation. 
Through your gift of the Holy Spirit, sent in your Son’s name, you continue to lead us into 
truth and give us power to tell your story throughout the world. 
 
And so, with all the messengers of heaven, we join in the ancient song: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 



On the night before he died, 
Jesus took bread and gave you thanks. 
He broke it and gave it to his friends, saying, 
‘Take this and eat it. this is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 
 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks and gave it to his friends, saying, 
‘Drink this, all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for all people 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
And so, God of love,  
we remember that Jesus died and rose again to make all things new,  
and we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Dying, you destroyed our death, 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Through him, accept us as a living sacrifice, 
a people for your praise. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us the body and blood of Christ. 
 
Unite us as his body,  
that we might offer his love  
to the world in mission and service.  
 
Through him, with him, and in him, 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
we celebrate again the story of your love 
and offer our service and praise.  
To you be glory for ever. Amen 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
The presiding minister breaks the bread in the sight of the people saying: 
 
 The bread we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
 Christ is the Bread of Life. 
 
The presiding minister lifts the cup saying: 



 
 The cup we take is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
 Christ is the True Vine. 
 
Silence, all seated or kneeling. 
 
The Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
 
Prayer 
 
Let us pray 
 
Loving God, 
as we have shared your holy gifts, 
join us again in the bonds of unity 
and strengthen us for service, 
that we might witness to your love 
and serve you all our days. 
In Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Hymn:  Beyond these walls of worship 


